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Anshi lives in Mauritius with her husband Thierry and daughter Abigail. Born 

and raised in West Yorkshire, England, Anshi emigrated to Mauritius in 2005, the 

birthplace of her parents, where she pursues her career as a corporate lawyer 

and enjoys a passion for writing children’s stories in her spare time. Her stories 

seek to inspire children to believe in themselves, be good guides for one another 

and enjoy reading. By bringing to life the flora and fauna of Mauritius in her 

stories, Anshi encourages her audience to learn about this small Island in the 

Indian Ocean and cherish its beauty.



In Ebony Forest, Chamarel, a bird race for the most beautiful 

treasure is about to begin. The participants include Freddy, a 

red cardinal Fody, Martin a shrewd Martin bird and Marco, an 

Echo Parakeet.



“Ha! You’re all  going to lose! Screeches Martin.  The 

participants take flight, swoop down across the Island to pick 

up their treasure. 



It’s the end of the race. All participants are at the finish line 

where a Jury panel of giant tortoises wait to decide on the 

most beautiful treasure.



Martin opens his bag full of beautiful white sand. The crowd 

cheers and he bows with pride. 



Marco empties a bag containing a jar of 7 different coloured 

sands; red, blue, green, black, white, yellow and pink. The 

crowd is amazed and cheers.



Marco salutes the crowd with pride. Martin sulks. 



Freddy empties his bag full of dirty litter- plastic bottles, bags, 

sweet wrappers, straws and cans. There is silence then the 

crowd boos. 

Martin chuckles.

Other participants have brought exotic fruits and flowers.



The Jury discusses the treasure brought by the birds and 

announce: “This year, the winner having found the most 

beautiful treasure is…Freddy, with his bag full of litter! He has 

understood that by collecting all litter, the plants and animals 

will survive, making Mauritius the most beautiful treasure!”



The crowd cheers as Freddy takes his gold medal.



CADBURY’S IN OUR OWN WORDS READER SERIES

Children’s books are mirrors and windows. A good book serves as a window to an 

unfamiliar world, and as a mirror for self-reflection. 

While children around the world see themselves reflected in books, African children 

don’t — not often enough. The books African children read should reflect their realities 

— and at the same time appeal to children around the world.

Cadbury’s In Our Own Words Reader Series is a creative campaign to ignite a love for 

reading among kids under 10 years old by sharing modern contemporary African stories. 

In Our Own Words rekindles the glorious days of ‘Hekaya za Babu’ stories told by the 

evening fire or in our kitchens. 

These stories ignite a love for reading in children by enabling access to modern, relevant 

and relatable African story books.

This book is part of Cadbury’s “In Our Own Words” Reader Series published by Sisi 

Afrika Books. It is a library of 150 original children’s story books co-authored with 

writers across the continent.

The books are available on our website, for anyone to download, read and enjoy. 


