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Imagination is what drives Liesa Bidali. You could say that her inner child is always 

coming out to play. 

Liesa is inquisitive in nature and this quality informs her writing. She believes in using 

African stories to nurture young minds to be innovative in thinking about future African 

societies.

When she is not writing, Liesa works as a Project Manager who promotes Agribusiness 

within the Kenyan landscape.



Tawi and Jiji loved to play pretend house. 



Tawi would spend hours looking for empty cans 

and Jiji would gather pieces of plastic and sticks 

from outside the estate compound. 



The two friends would go round gathering their 

pretend lunch ingredients. 



Tawi filled the cans with soil from the field and 

Jiji went in search for plants, like blades of grass, 

wild fruits and flowers that lined fences in the 

neighbourhood. With all the supplies gathered, the 

two would sit at the corner of the field and begin 

preparations.



Tawi would cut all the gathered grass, flowers and 

wild fruits using the sharpest plastic piece as a knife. 

These were the pretend vegetables. 



Jiji on the other hand, ran to the tap near the 

watchman’s shed and fetched some water. 



With the water now filled she mixed the soil and 

water with the sticks collected earlier to make 

pretend ugali. 



Tawi mixed the pretend vegetables in another 

container and set them aside. 



Once all the meals were ready, they put the meals 

on little leaves and pretended to eat just as they did 

at home. It was always so much fun to play pretend 

kitchen



CADBURY’S IN OUR OWN WORDS READER SERIES

Children’s books are mirrors and windows. A good book serves as a window to an 

unfamiliar world, and as a mirror for self-reflection. 

While children around the world see themselves reflected in books, African children 

don’t — not often enough. The books African children read should reflect their realities 

— and at the same time appeal to children around the world.

Cadbury’s In Our Own Words Reader Series is a creative campaign to ignite a love for 

reading among kids under 10 years old by sharing modern contemporary African stories. 

In Our Own Words rekindles the glorious days of ‘Hekaya za Babu’ stories told by the 

evening fire or in our kitchens. 

These stories ignite a love for reading in children by enabling access to modern, relevant 

and relatable African story books.

This book is part of Cadbury’s “In Our Own Words” Reader Series published by Sisi 

Afrika Books. It is a library of 150 original children’s story books co-authored with 

writers across the continent.

The books are available on our website, for anyone to download, read and enjoy. 


