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Diana Lewis-Hodson was born in Malawi. He has spent most of her life living and 

working in England. Despite living outside Africa for most of her life, she has always had 

the continent rooted in her spirit and is at peace when in the bush. 

She spends most of her time in Kenya being a mum to Mysha and Marley; her main 

inspiration and dreams of becoming a well-known author to children of colour. Her 

stories aim to entertain all, from infants to great grandparents and tackles the plight of 

our planet and that faced by humans and animals alike.



It was the chatter of the 

weaver birds which awoke 

her. Cheep, cheep, chatter, 

cheep, cheep, chatter.....

She glanced at her clock - 

5:28am! Mysha remembered 

t h a t  i t  w a s  a  S a t u r d a y 

morning. The day that her 

magical world awakes  and 

awaits. Her big, brown eyes 

shot – wide open as saucers.

 



 Would Thuli be waiting at 

the edge of the river? She 

imagined Thuli lying in the 

brown grass, lazily grooming 

herself as she waited patiently 

for Mysha to appear. 



She sprung out of bed and 

pushed her tousled plaits 

from her face. A quick wash 

and she bolted outside into 

the cool, African morning. 



She felt the dampness of the morning dew under her bare 

feet as she raced to the bottom of the garden.



“Thuli! I’m here - I’m coming!” she shouted asshe 

undid the latch on the rickety, old gate.



She looked beyond the river. Was she there?  “Thuli! 

Thuli! Are you there?”



Mysha grabbed the vine which hung low just beyond the 

gate and swung her little body across the flowing river, 

landing in the soft grass on the other side. 



There she was: soft eyes gleaming, ears twitching 

to sounds unheard, fluffy fur softly bristling in the 

morning breeze. This was Thuli the Hyena.



Mysha hugged her and they rolled around laughing. 

“Come on”. said Thuli,



 “We have a lot to get done today.” 

And they walked side by side through 

the African savannah.



CADBURY’S IN OUR OWN WORDS READER SERIES

Children’s books are mirrors and windows. A good book serves as a window to an 

unfamiliar world, and as a mirror for self-reflection. 

While children around the world see themselves reflected in books, African children 

don’t — not often enough. The books African children read should reflect their realities 

— and at the same time appeal to children around the world.

Cadbury’s In Our Own Words Reader Series is a creative campaign to ignite a love for 

reading among kids under 10 years old by sharing modern contemporary African stories. 

In Our Own Words rekindles the glorious days of ‘Hekaya za Babu’ stories told by the 

evening fire or in our kitchens. 

These stories ignite a love for reading in children by enabling access to modern, relevant 

and relatable African story books.

This book is part of Cadbury’s “In Our Own Words” Reader Series published by Sisi 

Afrika Books. It is a library of 150 original children’s story books co-authored with 

writers across the continent.

The books are available on our website, for anyone to download, read and enjoy. 


