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Joshua Mutisya is a 28-year old communication practitioner who lives in 

Nairobi. He loves reading and writing articles, going way back to the early 

days of writing compositions in school. Reading stories is also a good habit, 

as it not only makes you knowledgeable, but also improves on your writing 

skills and creativity. He firmly believes that stories told to African children 

should be localized to their real settings, so as to be relatable and inspiring. 



It was a hot, sunny day in the plains of a small village in Machakos. 

Mutinda was out in the fields grazing  his family’s cows. This was an 

activity he did every weekend when schools were closed. 



During weekdays, he attended Great Achievers Primary School whose 

motto was viongozi wa kesho -leaders of tomorrow. The school had a big 

playing field and had over 1,000 pupils. 



Mutinda saw his friend, Njenga as he was watching the cows. “Njenga! 

Njenga!” He called his name.  Njenga walked towards Mutinda.  “How are 

you, my friend?” Njenga asked. 



“I’m well though my classmates laughed at me yesterday,” replied 

Mutinda. “Why? What happened?” Njenga asked. 



“We were in class, and the teacher asked all of us to say what they wish 

to become when they grow up. 



When it was my turn, I said I want to become the President of Kenya. My 

other classmates laughed at me. 



Some said that being president is too big a dream for me to dream.” 



“Don’t worry Mutinda. You can be anything great. I myself want to 

become a great musician, and sing in all parts of the world,” said Njenga. 

“Thank you for the kind words, Njenga,” said Mutinda as he bid his friend 

goodbye. 



CADBURY’S IN OUR OWN WORDS READER SERIES

Children’s books are mirrors and windows. A good book serves as a window to an 

unfamiliar world, and as a mirror for self-reflection. 

While children around the world see themselves reflected in books, African children 

don’t — not often enough. The books African children read should reflect their realities 

— and at the same time appeal to children around the world.

Cadbury’s In Our Own Words Reader Series is a creative campaign to ignite a love for 

reading among kids under 10 years old by sharing modern contemporary African stories. 

In Our Own Words rekindles the glorious days of ‘Hekaya za Babu’ stories told by the 

evening fire or in our kitchens. 

These stories ignite a love for reading in children by enabling access to modern, relevant 

and relatable African story books.

This book is part of Cadbury’s “In Our Own Words” Reader Series published by Sisi 

Afrika Books. It is a library of 150 original children’s story books co-authored with 

writers across the continent.

The books are available on our website, for anyone to download, read and enjoy. 


