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Beatrice Ivy was born and raised in Nairobi, Kenya. She attended the United 

States International University-Africa, where she gained a bachelor’s degree in 

International Relations. Ivy considers her faith, family and friends most important 

to her. If she is not spending time with her friends and family, you can usually find 

her visiting new places, writing and listening to old school music. Ivy believes 

that stories help in shaping African children’s values; she believes these stories 

help them in forming their moral compass and gives them a sense of belonging. 

Mumbi and the Magical Shoes is Ivy’s first children’s book. 



Once upon a time, there once lived a girl called 

Mumbi. Mumbi had a pair of magical shoes that were 

passed down to her by her grandmother. Whenever 

Mumbi danced in those shoes, there was rain, abun-

dance, and joy all around her village.  



Mumbi’s younger sister Maji was always envious of 

her and felt bad because their late grandmother did 

not gift her the shoes.



One day Mumbi  and 

Maji went swimming in the 

river. Mumbi removed her shoes 

and clothes and jumped into the river 

making a big splash.



Mumbi called Maji to remove her clothes and 

jump into the water. Maji refused. She sat on 

the banks of the river. 



While Mumbi swam and swam across the river, 

Maji took her magical shoes and threw them 

into the river.



Mumbi swam back to the shore 

where Maji was seated. She found 

her clothes but could not locate 

h e r  m a g i c a l  s h o e s .  M u m b i 

searched for her shoes for days. 

She could not find them. They 

were carried away by waves.



The loss of the magical shoes brought drought, 

famine and sadness to the village.



Maji was remorseful. She went to her sister weeping 

to ask for forgiveness. Maji made a wish as she was 

weeping to have the shoes back. 



As soon as she made the wish, she 

turned into a new pair of shoes. 



Mumbi was heartbroken that her sister was gone and 

she put on the shoes and began to dance. 



Before long, it rained and the village was restored to 

its former glory.



CADBURY’S IN OUR OWN WORDS READER SERIES

Children’s books are mirrors and windows. A good book serves as a window to an 

unfamiliar world, and as a mirror for self-reflection. 

While children around the world see themselves reflected in books, African children 

don’t — not often enough. The books African children read should reflect their realities 

— and at the same time appeal to children around the world.

Cadbury’s In Our Own Words Reader Series is a creative campaign to ignite a love for 

reading among kids under 10 years old by sharing modern contemporary African stories. 

In Our Own Words rekindles the glorious days of ‘Hekaya za Babu’ stories told by the 

evening fire or in our kitchens. 

These stories ignite a love for reading in children by enabling access to modern, relevant 

and relatable African story books.

This book is part of Cadbury’s “In Our Own Words” Reader Series published by Sisi 

Afrika Books. It is a library of 150 original children’s story books co-authored with 

writers across the continent.

The books are available on our website, for anyone to download, read and enjoy. 


