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Shailendra K. Phokeerdass lives in Mauritius, also known as the Land of 

the Dodo. His two driving passions are his work as a nursing officer and 

photography. He grew up listening to folk tales and bedtime stories from 

his grandparents. His short stories are usually based on the importance of 

values, mainly compassion and respect with a happy ending to promote 

family reunion and a healthy lifestyle in this world of technological 

evolution and individualism. His other hobbies include hiking into the 

wilderness and experimenting with new recipes.



Once upon a time in the village of Chamarel, a hunter 

went in the nearby forest to set traps and hunt hares.



The sun was setting and the hunter was still 

empty-handed. 



At last, a hare came in search of food and fell in 

the trap. “Please! Please let me go! I have four kids 

to nourish!” pleaded the hare. “If I let you free; 

then what will my family eat tonight?” replied the 

hunter.



“Please let me go! My kids will famish without 

me.” Touched by the hare’s plight, the hunter 

let the hare free and returned home. 



Two days later, the hunter returned back. He set his 

traps as usual and waited but fell asleep.



When he woke up it was already dark. 

While returning home his legs got tangled 

in a liana plant and got immobilized. 

He cried for help out of fear of being attacked 

by wild dogs. 



Finally, the cries were heard by the passing hare 

which rushed for his help. 



It chewed the plant and freed the hunter rewarding 

him for his compassion.
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