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Anusha Deenanath-Maugueret holds a MBA from the University of 

Mauritius and a Bachelor of Social Sciences from the University of Cape 

Town. She has been working for the last decade in the financial services 

sector, and has an ongoing interest for languages, art and travel.

Being an avid reader herself, Anusha believes that books are worldwide 

passports, giving everyone access to different locations, universes, time 

periods and global cultures. 

Anusha aims to inspire young readers through her publications and 

encourages them to read regularly to build on and expand their 

imaginations.



It was the night before Christmas and the shopping mall 

was lit up with fairy lights and Christmas decorations. The 

smell of hot chocolate and freshly baked Napolitaines 

filled my nostrils. 



The whole family came to the shopping mall where 

my parents had to do some last-minute shopping for 

Christmas festivities. 



I was so excited. I jumped up and down trying to see and 

memorise everything around me. Suddenly, I spotted a 

man making my favourite treat - kalamindas, a Mauritian 

version of candy floss. I ran towards him to have a better 

look. The colours were swirling around, and it was just 

beautiful to watch.

 



I turned around to convince my father to buy one for me. 

As I turned, I realised with dread that there were only 

unfamiliar faces around me. 



Feeling a sense of despair, tears started flowing from my 

eyes as I searched for my parents. 



Seeing me distraught, a security guard approached me 

and asked what the matter was. I explained, in between 

sobs, that I lost my parents. He switched his walkie talkie 

on and communicated my name to the security desk. 



An announcement was made over the speakers of the 

shopping mall. With each passing minute my sobs got 

bigger. Suddenly, I felt strong arms lifting me and smelt 

the familiar scent of my father. Relief spread over me as 

my father and mother hugged me.



I got a stern lecture from my mother about leaving her 

and rushing off. 



Feeling bad about the whole incident, my father bought 

me a kalamindas and we made our way home. 





CADBURY’S IN OUR OWN WORDS READER SERIES

Children’s books are mirrors and windows. A good book serves as a window to an 

unfamiliar world, and as a mirror for self-reflection. 

While children around the world see themselves reflected in books, African children 

don’t — not often enough. The books African children read should reflect their realities 

— and at the same time appeal to children around the world.

Cadbury’s In Our Own Words Reader Series is a creative campaign to ignite a love for 

reading among kids under 10 years old by sharing modern contemporary African stories. 

In Our Own Words rekindles the glorious days of ‘Hekaya za Babu’ stories told by the 

evening fire or in our kitchens. 

These stories ignite a love for reading in children by enabling access to modern, relevant 

and relatable African story books.

This book is part of Cadbury’s “In Our Own Words” Reader Series published by Sisi 

Afrika Books. It is a library of 150 original children’s story books co-authored with 

writers across the continent.

The books are available on our website, for anyone to download, read and enjoy. 


