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Oushmita Sumboo was raised in Quatre-Bornes, Mauritius. She has completed 

her high school studies and now she is focusing on making her passion for books 

into a career. She is the oldest sibling of the house and peacefully living with her 

family and books and her hot piping tea. She believes in the supremacy of books 

because in her opinion words could save anyone’s life. Stories are powerful as 

they can give people courage and belief in themselves. And in this modern world, 

this is what young children need, believing in themselves. Stories have that 

unbelievable power. Maybe magic.



Once upon a time, there lived a strong 

and hardworking Ant called Betsy

Strong Betsy was staying inside a red cap mushroom 

located in the Curepipe forest. 



Even though Betsy was strong and hard-

working, he didn’t have friends. 
One day, Mr Beetle came to meet him. He needed 

help but Betsy refused. 



Another day, Lady Butterfly came to ask Betsy for help 

with her friend’s surprise party but Betsy refused. He 

said that he was busy preparing for the rainstorm.



The next day, Mr Frog also came to ask Betsy for help. 

However, Betsy refused.



One rainy night, as Betsy was watching TV, he heard a 

huge noise. To his surprise, a big branch had fallen on 

his mushroom house and made a huge hole. 



Betsy, the ant was scared. He was all alone and his 

poor little house was flooding with rainwater. 



Luckily, Mr Beetle, Lady Butterfly, and Mr Frog came 

to help Betsy when they heard the noise. 



They repaired his mushroom house and 

it looked new.  
Betsy was very ashamed of himself 

since he always refused to help them 

yet the three had helped him.  



Betsy promised to always help them and they all went 

back to their warm and comfortable houses.



CADBURY’S IN OUR OWN WORDS READER SERIES

Children’s books are mirrors and windows. A good book serves as a window to an 

unfamiliar world, and as a mirror for self-reflection. 

While children around the world see themselves reflected in books, African children 

don’t — not often enough. The books African children read should reflect their realities 

— and at the same time appeal to children around the world.

Cadbury’s In Our Own Words Reader Series is a creative campaign to ignite a love for 

reading among kids under 10 years old by sharing modern contemporary African stories. 

In Our Own Words rekindles the glorious days of ‘Hekaya za Babu’ stories told by the 

evening fire or in our kitchens. 

These stories ignite a love for reading in children by enabling access to modern, relevant 

and relatable African story books.

This book is part of Cadbury’s “In Our Own Words” Reader Series published by Sisi 

Afrika Books. It is a library of 150 original children’s story books co-authored with 

writers across the continent.

 

The books are available on our website, for anyone to download, read and enjoy. 


