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Caroline Nyambura Mwaniki is a teacher and counselor by profession. She has a diploma 

in early childhood education and a degree in counseling Psychology. She studied her 

diploma in International Montessori School and her degree in Pan African Christian 

University.

She was teaching in Gems Cambridge International School and Hillcrest International 

School. She has 9 years experience as a teacher.   

She believes that stories are important in children’s life because they enable a child 

to learn moral lessons. Reading helps children to learn how to communicate, learn 

language and expand their imagination and creativity. 



Lethabo village is a beautiful place. All the animals 

living in Lethabo village love to play outside during 

the day. It has a clear lake with different types of fish, 

green bushes with birds and crickets, and pleasant 

weather. All animals went back to their homes to 

sleep at night.



It was getting dark and Adi the Rooster was still 

playing with his friends, Yomi the Duck and Yola the 

Goose.  “Adi! Adi!” his mother called, “It is getting 

dark Adi, please get into the house.” Adi waved 

goodbye to his friends and quickly ran to the house.



Adi was a timid and shy rooster who loved eating. His 

fellow roosters teased him a lot but his mother loved 

him unconditionally. 



As he was running to the house one of the roosters 

tripped him. He fell down and rolled and hurt himself. 

The other roosters laughed at him. 



His mother noticed that he had a frown on his face.  

As he was going to sleep, the mother followed Adi to 

find out why he was sad. “I do not like it when other 

roosters tease me mom.” Adi said.  



His mother said, “My handsome rooster, do 

not listen to the other roosters. They tease 

you because you are a special rooster and 

they are just jealous.” Adi went to bed feeling 

good about himself because of his mother’s 

encouraging words.



Adi woke up happy. The morning was bright and he 

found breakfast prepared by his mother. He ate then 

went outside to play with Yomi and Yola. 



As they were playing, the other roosters came where 

they were. Adi saw them and hid. The roosters asked 

Yomi and Yola, “Where is Adi?” 

 “I do not know,” Yola said. 



The roosters looked for Adi but they did not find him. 

Adi left his hiding place and laughed with Yola and 

Yomi as they had tricked the roosters to leave them 

alone. 



CADBURY’S IN OUR OWN WORDS READER SERIES

Children’s books are mirrors and windows. A good book serves as a window to an 

unfamiliar world, and as a mirror for self-reflection. 

While children around the world see themselves reflected in books, African children 

don’t — not often enough. The books African children read should reflect their realities 

— and at the same time appeal to children around the world.

Cadbury’s In Our Own Words Reader Series is a creative campaign to ignite a love for 

reading among kids under 10 years old by sharing modern contemporary African stories. 

In Our Own Words rekindles the glorious days of ‘Hekaya za Babu’ stories told by the 

evening fire or in our kitchens. 

These stories ignite a love for reading in children by enabling access to modern, relevant 

and relatable African story books.

This book is part of Cadbury’s “In Our Own Words” Reader Series published by Sisi 

Afrika Books. It is a library of 150 original children’s story books co-authored with 

writers across the continent.

The books are available on our website, for anyone to download, read and enjoy. 


