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Cecily Wangui is a final student in university. If she is not scrolling through 

Pinterest for inspiration, or learning a new language, she is immersed 

in an eBook or adding more titles to her collection of unread books. She 

believes that African stories can positively shape the African child by 

conveying life-long lessons and educating African children on the history 

of our cultures



"What do you have there Mbugua?" asked Cucu. 

"I caught a kihuruta," answered Mbugua. 



"How wonderful! Children have soft hands they can 

catch a butterfly and not injure it. To think that at the 

start of a season it was just a caterpillar, and now here 

it is gracing us with its beauty. "



 "Cucu what do you mean a caterpillar?” asked the 

inquisitive Mbugua.



"Well well Mbugua, that butterfly was not created as 

it is now. When it was brought into this world it was 

just an egg." 



"Like a chicken?" Mbugua asked. 

"Yes, just like a chicken, and then that egg changes 

into a caterpillar which you saw on the leaves when 

the planting season started.” 

“Those turned into butterflies?” Mbugua asked. 

“Yes they did.” 

"See Mbugua everything in this world has its ugly 

moment and beautiful moment. That butterfly you 

are holding now was just a caterpillar that you were 

afraid of a few weeks ago.”



“Everything changes with the seasons. Even you 

my grandson, you are nine years old, soon you 

will be taller and stronger than most people in our 

compound. "

“Yeees! I will be strong like Itimu the giant." Mbugua 

jumped in excitement and let go of the butterfly. It 

joined the last swarm of butterflies flying low on the 

harvested fields.



As the setting sun cast its glow on the bare land, Cucu 

and I heaved the last sack of maize into the granary. 

Harvesting is tedious work. 



We were exhausted but happy that the harvest season 

was over. We retired into the hut to have our evening 

meal.



CADBURY’S IN OUR OWN WORDS READER SERIES

Children’s books are mirrors and windows. A good book serves as a window to an 

unfamiliar world, and as a mirror for self-reflection. 

While children around the world see themselves reflected in books, African children 

don’t — not often enough. The books African children read should reflect their realities 

— and at the same time appeal to children around the world.

Cadbury’s In Our Own Words Reader Series is a creative campaign to ignite a love for 

reading among kids under 10 years old by sharing modern contemporary African stories. 

In Our Own Words rekindles the glorious days of ‘Hekaya za Babu’ stories told by the 

evening fire or in our kitchens. 

These stories ignite a love for reading in children by enabling access to modern, relevant 

and relatable African story books.

This book is part of Cadbury’s “In Our Own Words” Reader Series published by Sisi 

Afrika Books. It is a library of 150 original children’s story books co-authored with 

writers across the continent.

The books are available on our website, for anyone to download, read and enjoy. 


